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A nurse practitioner told me about 

another case in which her collabo-
rating physician had just lost her fa-
ther and was not available. As a con-
sequence, the patient experienced a 
two-day delay in getting needed care 
while they waited to get the paperwork 
signed by another physician. Another 
nurse practitioner pointed out that it 
is ridiculous that she can order phys-
ical and occupational therapy in a 
subacute facility but cannot order 
home health care. One of her patients 
had to wait eleven days after being dis-
charged before his physical and occupa-
tional therapy could continue simply 
because the home health agency had 
difficulty finding a physician to certify 
the continuation of the same therapy 
that the nurse practitioner had been 
able to authorize when the patient was 
in the facility. 

The Home Health Care planning Im-
provement Act will help to ensure that 
our Medicare beneficiaries get the 
home health care that they need when 
they need it by allowing physician as-
sistants, nurse practitioners, clinical 
nurse specialists and certified nurse 
midwives to order home health serv-
ices. Our legislation is supported by 
the National Association for Home 
Care and Hospice, the American Nurses 
Association, the American Academy of 
Physician Assistants, the American 
College of Nurse Practitioners, the 
American College of Nurse Midwives, 
the American Academy of Nurse Prac-
titioners and the Visiting Nurse Asso-
ciations of America. I urge all of my 
colleagues to join us as cosponsors of 
this important legislation. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 198—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT THE GOVERN-
MENT OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERA-
TION SHOULD TURN OVER ED-
WARD SNOWDEN TO UNITED 
STATES AUTHORITIES, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES 

Mr. GRAHAM (for himself and Mr. 
SCHUMER) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 198 

Whereas Edward Snowden leaked classified 
information to various sources including the 
Guardian and the Washington Post; 

Whereas Mr. Snowden fled the United 
States to Hong Kong on May 20, 2013, with 
multiple laptops containing highly classified 
information; 

Whereas, on June 5, 2013, the press reported 
classified information relating to the na-
tional security of the United States; 

Whereas Mr. Snowden’s actions have com-
promised the national security of the United 
States; 

Whereas, on June 9, 2013, Mr. Snowden pub-
licly stated, ‘‘I have no intention of hiding 
who I am because I know I have done noth-
ing wrong.’’; 

Whereas, on June 23, 2013, Mr. Snowden de-
parted Hong Kong en route to Moscow, Rus-
sia; 

Whereas Mr. Snowden has been staying on 
Russian territory in the Sheremetyevo Air-
port since his arrival; 

Whereas the Sheremetyevo Airport is part 
of the sovereign territory of the Russian 
Federation; 

Whereas, on June 14, 2013, the United 
States Government filed a criminal com-
plaint against Edward Snowden for charges 
under section 641 (relating to theft of Gov-
ernment property), section 793(d) (relating to 
unauthorized communication of national de-
fense information), and section 798(a)(3) (re-
lating to the willful communication of clas-
sified communications intelligence informa-
tion to an unauthorized person) of title 18, 
United States Code. 

Whereas Mr. Snowden has stated his inten-
tions to continue to leak classified informa-
tion and poses a continuing threat to the se-
curity of the United States; 

Whereas Mr. Snowden has applied for asy-
lum in at least 21 countries, including a 
number of countries with some of the worst 
human rights records, including the Russian 
Federation, Cuba, Venezuela, Nicaragua, Bo-
livia, and Ecuador; 

Whereas, on July 16, 2013, Mr. Snowden ap-
plied for temporary asylum in the Russian 
Federation in order to facilitate his transit 
to Latin America; 

Whereas the Department of State Human 
Rights Report for 2012 cites the Russian Fed-
eration’s restrictions on civil liberties and 
the denial of due process, allegations of tor-
ture and excessive force by law enforcement 
officials; life-threatening prison conditions; 
interference in the judiciary and the right to 
a fair trial; abridgement of the right to pri-
vacy; restrictions on minority religions; 
widespread corruption; societal and official 
intimidation of civil society and labor activ-
ists; limitations on the rights of workers; 
trafficking in persons; and attacks on mi-
grants and select religious and ethnic mi-
norities; 

Whereas, on July 6, 2013, President of Ven-
ezuela Nicolas Maduro offered asylum to 
Snowden, stating, ‘‘In the name of America’s 
dignity. . . I have decided to offer humani-
tarian asylum to Edward Snowden.’’; 

Whereas the Department of State Human 
Rights Report for 2012 cites the Government 
of Venezuela for corruption, inefficiency, and 
politicization in the judicial system; govern-
ment actions to impede freedom of expres-
sion; harsh and life-threatening prison condi-
tions; government use of the judiciary to in-
timidate and selectively prosecute political, 
union, business, and civil society leaders who 
were critical of government policies or ac-
tions; government harassment and intimida-
tion of privately-owned television stations, 
other media outlets, and journalists 
throughout the year, using threats, fines, 
property seizures, targeted regulations, and 
criminal investigations and prosecutions; 
and failure to provide for due process rights, 
physical safety, and humane conditions for 
inmates, which contributed to widespread vi-
olence, riots, injuries, and deaths in prisons; 

Whereas, on June 25, 2013, President of 
Russia Vladmir Putin stated that the Rus-
sian Federation would never extradite Ed-
ward Snowden to the United States; 

Whereas, on July 16, 2013, White House 
spokesman Jay Carney stated that Mr. 
Snowden should be expelled from the Rus-
sian Federation and returned to the United 
States to face trial, stating, ‘‘He is not a 
human rights activist, he is not a dissident. 
He is accused of leaking classified informa-
tion.’’; and 

Whereas, on July 16, 2013, President Putin 
stated that Mr. Snowden ‘‘came to our terri-
tory without invitation, we did not invite 
him’’ and that ‘‘[we] have certain relations 
with the United States and we don’t want 

[Snowden] to damage our ties’’: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that— 

(1) the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion’s continued willingness to provide shel-
ter to Edward Snowden is negatively impact-
ing bilateral relations with the United 
States; 

(2) the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion should immediately turn Edward 
Snowden over to the appropriate United 
States authorities so he can stand trial in 
the United States; 

(3) the President should consider options, 
including recommending a different location 
for the September 2013 G20 summit in St. Pe-
tersburg, Russia, should the Russian Federa-
tion continue to allow shelter for Mr. 
Snowden; and 

(4) the United States Government should 
consider all economic and diplomatic options 
when pursuing Mr. Snowden. 
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NOTICE OF HEARINGS 
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 

AND PENSIONS 
Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to 

announce that the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will meet in open session on 
Tuesday, July 23, 2013, at 10 a.m. in 
room 430 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Hearing on National Labor Relations 
Board Nominees.’’ 

For further information regarding 
this meeting, please contact Sarah 
Cupp of the committee staff on (202) 
224–5441. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to 
announce that the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will meet in executive session on 
Wednesday, July 24, 2013, at 10 a.m. in 
room 430 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building to mark-up the nominations 
of Kent Yoshiho Hirozawa, to be a 
Member of the National Labor Rela-
tions Board and Nancy Jean Schiffer, 
to be a Member of the National Labor 
Relations Board, as well as any addi-
tional nominations cleared for action. 

For further information regarding 
this meeting, please contact the Com-
mittee at (202) 224–5375. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I would 
like to announce for the information of 
the Senate and the public that a hear-
ing has been scheduled before Sub-
committee on Public Lands, Forests, 
and Mining. The hearing will be held 
on Tuesday, July 30, 2013, at 10:00 a.m. 
in room SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the following bills: 

S. 37, to sustain the economic development 
and recreational use of National Forest Sys-
tem land and other public land in the State 
of Montana, to add certain land to the Na-
tional Wilderness Preservation System, to 
release certain wilderness study areas, to 
designate new areas for recreation, and for 
other purposes; 

S. 343, to provide for the conveyance of cer-
tain Federal land in Clark County, Nevada, 
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